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Why are so many of India’s elephants being hit by trains?



04/08/2024 - 04:00



The use of AI and ‘animal flyovers’ could prevent hundreds of wild elephants dying as railways cut through their habitat, say wildlife experts
Lying on a mound of soft sand inside the nursery, Bani looks like a spoilt child being indulged. Two members of the care team massage her hind leg with oil while the third, sitting at her head, funnels sticks of sugar cane gently into her mouth, clucking reassuringly.
It’s the royal treatment – but Bani, a nine-month-old elephant calf, needs all the medical care and nurturing she can get.
Continue reading...
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US meat lobby delighted at ‘positive’ prospects for industry after Cop28



04/08/2024 - 04:00



Livestock bosses celebrate outcome at online summit, while critics condemn failure to tackle meat and dairy consumption
Lobbyists for the world’s biggest meat companies have lauded a better than expected outcome at Cop28, which they say left them “excited” and “enthusiastic” for their industry’s prospects.
US livestock bosses reflected on the conference’s implication for their sector on a virtual panel, fresh from “sharing US agriculture’s story” at the climate summit in December.Campaigners and climate scientists had hoped the summit, which was billed as a “Food Cop” because of its focus on farming, would result in governments agreeing to ambitious action to transform food systems in line with the goals of the Paris climate agreement.
Continue reading...




Read more »






The human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable ocean



04/07/2024 - 23:00



npj Ocean Sustainability, Published online: 08 April 2024; doi:10.1038/s44183-024-00057-7
The human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable ocean
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Drone footage captures flooded bridges and roads in rural parts of south-west Queensland – video



04/07/2024 - 22:30



Footage captures flooding near the rural township of Charleville following a weekend of heavy rain in parts of southern Queensland and northern New South Wales. Communities across the region have been impacted by flooding, with some isolated by road closures.
According to the Bureau of Meteorology, the Warrego River gauge near Bakers Bend, in south-west Queensland, recorded a peak of 10.16m on Monday morning
Australia news live: major flooding in south-west Queensland
It’s not just the total rainfall – why is eastern Australia experiencing such sudden, devastating downpours?
Weather tracker: flood warnings after heavy rain in south-eastern Australia
Continue reading...
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Russia floods: waters rising in two cities and thousands evacuated after dam bursts



04/07/2024 - 06:41



Federal emergency declared in Orenburg region and at least 6,000 homes inundated after Ural River overflows
Flood waters were rising in two cities in Russia’s Ural mountains on Sunday after Europe’s third-longest river burst through a dam, flooding at least 6,000 homes and forcing thousands of people to flee.
The Ural River, which rises in the Ural Mountains and flows into the Caspian Sea, swelled several metres in just hours on Friday and burst through a dam embankment in Orsk – one of the hardest-hit cities – 1,800km (1,100 miles) east of Moscow.
Continue reading...
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World Bank’s funding of ‘hog hotel’ factory farms under fire over climate effect



04/07/2024 - 06:00



Environmental and animal welfare groups call on lender to phase out support for ‘industrial’ livestock operations
The private sector arm of the World Bank is facing claims that it contributes to global heating and the undermining of animal welfare by providing financial support for factory farming, including the building of pig farming tower blocks in China.
A coalition of environmental and animal welfare groups is calling on the World Bank to phase out financial support for large-scale “industrial” livestock operations. More than $1.6bn was provided for industrial farming projects between 2017 and 2023, according to an analysis by campaigners.
Continue reading...
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US braces for cicadas by the trillion as two broods of periodic insects coincide



04/07/2024 - 05:00



The last time Brood XIX and Brood XIII emerged from underground at the same time, Thomas Jefferson was president
They look a little like cockroaches and have bulging orange eyes, and trillions of them are about to erupt from the earth in much of the midwestern and eastern United States. The emergence of two groups of cicadas will assemble a chorus of the insects not seen in several hundred years, experts say.
The simultaneous appearance of the two cicada broods – known as Brood XIX and Brood XIII – is a rare event, not having occurred since 1803, a year when Thomas Jefferson was US president. “It’s really exciting. I’ve been looking forward to this for many years,” said Catherine Dana, an entomologist who specializes in cicadas at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. “For the public, it’s going to be a really special experience.”
This article was amended on 8 April 2024 to correct the name of Brood XIII. It was formerly written as Brood XII.
Continue reading...
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Investigation under way after gas pipeline off Victorian coast ruptures



04/06/2024 - 23:57



Gas platforms in the area are among the oldest offshore oil and gas operations in the country
Follow our Australia news live blog for latest updates
Get our morning and afternoon news emails, free app or daily news podcast
The offshore oil and gas regulator is investigating after an undersea gas pipeline ruptured off the Victorian coast, causing a visible “sheen” on the ocean’s surface.
The National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (Nopsema) confirmed it received a notification about a potential spill from ExxonMobil subsidiary Esso on Saturday morning.
Sign up for Guardian Australia’s free morning and afternoon email newsletters for your daily news roundup
Continue reading...
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Brussels ‘must copy London’s low emissions zones’ and save 900 lives a year, experts plead



04/06/2024 - 23:00



Act now on air quality in the Belgian capital, which is among the filthiest in Europe, say doctors and environmentalists
More than 100 doctors and environmentalists in Brussels have called on their politicians to follow London and Paris and take measures to improve the choking air pollution in the Belgian capital.
According to IS Global research, Brussels is ranked as the eighth worst of more than 800 European cities for nitrogen dioxide, which damages the lungs and is one of the main byproducts of internal combustion engines. The capital of the European Union is also ranked 308th out of 858 cities for PM2.5, or fine particulates, which can travel deep into the respiratory tract.
Continue reading...
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Scientists confirm record highs for three most important heat-trapping gases



04/06/2024 - 16:01



Global concentrations of carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide climbed to unseen levels in 2023, underlining climate crisis
The levels of the three most important heat-trapping gases in the atmosphere reached new record highs again last year, US scientists have confirmed, underlining the escalating challenge posed by the climate crisis.
The global concentration of carbon dioxide, the most important and prevalent of the greenhouse gases emitted by human activity, rose to an average of 419 parts per million in the atmosphere in 2023 while methane, a powerful if shorter-lasting greenhouse gas, rose to an average of 1922 parts per billion. Levels of nitrous oxide, the third most significant human-caused warming emission, climbed slightly to 336 parts per billion.
Continue reading...
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