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Tanya Plibersek rejects Toondah harbour project over impact on globally significant wetlands



04/08/2024 - 19:07



Walker Corporation had proposed 3,000 apartments, marina and shops for the site, which is a critical habitat for the endangered eastern curlew
• Toondah Harbour: should a wetland home to endangered birds become $1.3bn worth of shops, high-rises and a marina?• To the moon and back with the eastern curlew
The environment and water minister Tanya Plibersek has announced she will reject an apartment and retail development on an internationally important wetland at Queensland’s Moreton Bay.
Plibersek said on Tuesday she would refuse Walker Corporation’s Toondah Harbour project – first proposed eight years ago, and opposed by a long-running community campaign backed by scientists and conservationists – because it would have an unacceptable impact on the Ramsar site.
Continue reading...
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Australia news live: welfare payments not covering basic essentials, Anglicare says; new ADF chief announced



04/08/2024 - 17:29



PM praises Vice Admiral David Johnston’s experience in the Indo-Pacific, Iraq and Afghanistan. Follow today’s headlines live
Get our morning and afternoon news emails, free app or daily news podcast
A search will resume this morning for a woman who went missing while bushwalking at Belmore Falls in New South Wales.
Just after 1pm on Sunday, emergency services were called to Belmore Falls near Robertson after reports a woman had slipped and fallen down a cliff. An extensive search was initiated, but the 20-year-old was not located and the search was suspended at dusk.
We’ve got large multinationals in the supermarket ring who aren’t captured. So I’d like to see this expanded over time.
Woolworths, I think, makes a good point, and that is the code to be extended should be expanded to cover rivals Amazon, Costco and even Chemist Warehouse.
We’ll have more to say on that in coming weeks and months.
Continue reading...
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Boreal forest and tundra regions worst hit over next 500 years of climate change, study shows



04/08/2024 - 12:08



Modelling climate change over a 500 year period shows that much of the boreal forest, the Earth's northernmost forests and most significant provider of carbon storage and clean water, could be seriously impacted, along with tundra regions, treeless shrublands north of the boreal forest that play a significant role in regulating the Earth's climate.
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Australia among hotspots for toxic ‘forever chemicals’, study of PFAS levels finds



04/08/2024 - 10:00



Australian limits on acceptable levels of these toxic chemicals in drinking water ‘orders of magnitude’ higher than in US
Follow our Australia news live blog for latest updates
Get our morning and afternoon news emails, free app or daily news podcast
High levels of so-called forever chemicals have been found in surface and groundwater all over the world, with Australia one of several hotspots for toxic PFAS, a University of New South Wales study has found.
Researchers examined groundwater samples from around the world and found 69% had per-and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) at levels above Canada’s safe drinking water criteria and 32% had levels higher than the US proposed drinking water hazard index.
Sign up for Guardian Australia’s free morning and afternoon email newsletters for your daily news roundup
Continue reading...
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‘Vital for looking after the soil’: fears as UK earthworm population declines



04/08/2024 - 06:30



Keystone species has potentially enormous effects on above-ground wildlife and ecosystem functioning
Invertebrate of the year 2024: all hail Earth’s spineless heroes
Nominate your UK invertebrate species of the year
In 2019, 15,000 children from primary schools across the UK went out to their local playing field. Instead of kicking a ball around, they dug up worms, looked out for birds, and counted them both.
“The kids were just so enthusiastic about it. It was incredible,” said Blaise Martay, lead researcher from the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO). Martay had worried about the data quality – she thought children’s counting might vary with their enthusiasm. But the results “showed exactly what we’d expect”, she said: that more worms meant a greater number of blackbirds, robins and thrushes, the birds that rely on earthworms as a vital part of their diets. The data was consistent across school groups.
Welcome to the Guardian’s UK invertebrate of the year competition. Every day between 2 April and 12 April we’ll be profiling one of the incredible invertebrates that live in and around the UK. Let us know which invertebrates you think we should be including here. And at midnight on Friday 12 April, voting will open to decide which is our favourite invertebrate – for now – with the winner to be announced on Monday 15 April.
Find more age of extinction coverage here, and follow biodiversity reporters Phoebe Weston and Patrick Greenfield on X for all the latest news and features
Continue reading...
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Nearly half of US prisons draw water likely contaminated with toxic PFAS – report



04/08/2024 - 05:00



Around 1 million people, including 13,000 youths, especially vulnerable because they can do little to protect themselves
Nearly half of US prisons draw water from sources likely contaminated with toxic PFAS “forever chemicals”, new research finds.
At least around 1 million people incarcerated in the US, including 13,000 juveniles, are estimated to be housed in the prisons, and they are especially vulnerable to the dangerous chemicals because there is little they can do to protect themselves, said Nicholas Shapiro, a study co-author at the University of California in Los Angeles.
Continue reading...
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Why are so many of India’s elephants being hit by trains?



04/08/2024 - 04:00



The use of AI and ‘animal flyovers’ could prevent hundreds of wild elephants dying each year as railways cut through their habitat, say wildlife experts
Lying on a mound of soft sand inside the nursery, Bani looks like a spoilt child being indulged. Two members of the care team massage her hind leg with oil while the third, sitting at her head, funnels sticks of sugar cane gently into her mouth, clucking reassuringly.
It’s the royal treatment – but Bani, a nine-month-old elephant calf, needs all the medical care and nurturing she can get.
Continue reading...
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US meat lobby delighted at ‘positive’ prospects for industry after Cop28



04/08/2024 - 04:00



Livestock bosses celebrate outcome at online summit, while critics condemn failure to tackle meat and dairy consumption
Lobbyists for the world’s biggest meat companies have lauded a better than expected outcome at Cop28, which they say left them “excited” and “enthusiastic” for their industry’s prospects.
US livestock bosses reflected on the conference’s implication for their sector on a virtual panel, fresh from “sharing US agriculture’s story” at the climate summit in December.Campaigners and climate scientists had hoped the summit, which was billed as a “Food Cop” because of its focus on farming, would result in governments agreeing to ambitious action to transform food systems in line with the goals of the Paris climate agreement.
Continue reading...
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The human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable ocean



04/07/2024 - 23:00



npj Ocean Sustainability, Published online: 08 April 2024; doi:10.1038/s44183-024-00057-7
The human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable ocean
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Drone footage captures flooded bridges and roads in rural parts of south-west Queensland – video



04/07/2024 - 22:30



Footage captures flooding near the rural township of Charleville following a weekend of heavy rain in parts of southern Queensland and northern New South Wales. Communities across the region have been impacted by flooding, with some isolated by road closures.
According to the Bureau of Meteorology, the Warrego River gauge near Bakers Bend, in south-west Queensland, recorded a peak of 10.16m on Monday morning
Australia news live: major flooding in south-west Queensland
It’s not just the total rainfall – why is eastern Australia experiencing such sudden, devastating downpours?
Weather tracker: flood warnings after heavy rain in south-eastern Australia
Continue reading...
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