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Hottest city in US saw record 645 deaths related to high temperatures in 2023



03/14/2024 - 11:53



Number of heat-related deaths in Phoenix, Arizona was more than 50% higher than 2022, which officials say ‘can be prevented’
Public health officials in Arizona’s most populous county on Wednesday reported they confirmed a staggering 645 heat-associated deaths last year – more than 50% higher than 2022 and another consecutive annual record in arid metro Phoenix.
The numbers in the preliminary report by the Maricopa county department of public health alarmed officials in America’s hottest big metro, raising concerns about how to better protect vulnerable groups such as homeless people and older adults from the blistering summer heat.
Continue reading...
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UK government overturns plans to phase out badger cull



03/14/2024 - 09:36



‘Sunak now wants all the badgers dead,’ says ecological consultant Tom Langton
The government has U-turned on its plans to phase out the badger cull, with proposals to exterminate the vast majority of some local populations across much of south-west and central England.
Ministers plan to introduce controversial targeted culling, also known as “epidemiological culling” or “epi-culling”, whereby populations of badgers can be reduced to almost zero in some areas where cattle are deemed to be at high risk of contracting bovine TB (bTB).
Continue reading...
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Effects of geoengineering must be urgently investigated, experts say



03/14/2024 - 09:30



Impact on ecosystems must be predicted before technology is used, US atmospheric science agency chief says
Scientists must work urgently on predicting the effects of climate geoengineering, the chief of the US atmospheric science agency has said, as the technology is likely to be needed, at least in part.
Richard Spinrad, administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), said the government-backed body was estimating the effects of some of the likely techniques for geoengineering, including those involving the oceans.
Continue reading...
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‘No longer a novelty’: massive rise in Australian EV sales, industry report finds



03/14/2024 - 09:00



EVs represent about 1% of light vehicles in Australia – but Electric Vehicle Council warns there is ‘more work to be done’ to reach 2050 emissions targets
Get our morning and afternoon news emails, free app or daily news podcast
Electric vehicles are “no longer a novelty” and their uptake in Australia is booming, with the industry recording a 120% rise in sales over the past year, according to a new report on the industry.
There are now more than 180,000 EVs on Australian roads, with 98,436 of those bought last year, the Australian Electric Vehicle Industry Recap 2023 found.
Sign up for Guardian Australia’s free morning and afternoon email newsletters for your daily news roundup
Continue reading...
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The Big Apple gets a tiny forest: 1,000 native plants coming to New York



03/14/2024 - 09:00



City’s first pocket forest, aimed at increasing biodiversity, will spring up in April on 2,700 sq ft of Manhattan’s Roosevelt Island
A tiny forest filled with more than 1,000 native plants will spring up in New York City come April on a 2,700 sq ft plot of land on the southern tip of Manhattan’s Roosevelt Island.
It will be the city’s first pocket forest, and supporters say it will bring both the beauty of increased biodiversity and tangible benefits to residents navigating increasingly extreme weather.
Continue reading...
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Developer contracts with Sámi reindeer herders ‘harmful’ to Indigenous people



03/14/2024 - 07:35



Analysis of secretive renewable energy contracts finds ‘the harmful outcomes generally outweigh the limited gains’
Agreements between Sámi reindeer herders and commercial developers in Sweden are having an overall detrimental impact on such Indigenous communities, research has found.
According to the analysis, the first of its kind into such agreements, renewable energy companies – promoted as part of the Nordic country’s “green transition” – are among the worst offenders.
Continue reading...
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Company that manages Bibby Stockholm given £100m Defra contract



03/14/2024 - 06:42



Defra says contract with Australian firm CTM is for staff accommodation and travel, but offers no further detail
The company that manages the Bibby Stockholm barge used to house asylum seekers has been granted a £100m contract with the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.
It is the latest large government contract given to the Australian company Corporate Travel Management (CTM). The government was heavily criticised by the National Audit Office for its £385m contract with CTM to manage quarantine hotels during the pandemic, which cost the taxpayer £400m including £100m in unpaid room bills and fraud.
Continue reading...
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Revealed: How the global oil industry is fueling Israel’s war on Gaza



03/14/2024 - 05:00



Analysis shows how jets and tanks are being kept fueled despite interim ICJ ruling warning Israel to prevent genocidal acts
Israeli jets and tanks bombarding Palestinians are being fueled by some of the world’s most profitable fossil fuel companies – and US tax-payers, according to research.
Israel relies on crude oil and refined products from overseas to run its large fleet of fighter jets, tanks and other military vehicles.
Continue reading...
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Shell waters down emissions cut pledge despite crucial climate decade



03/14/2024 - 03:53



Energy company now says it aims for 15-20% reduction by 2030, rather than previous target of 20%
The energy company Shell has watered down a key climate target as it prepares to defy climate experts by growing its liquified natural gas business and holding its oil production steady until 2030.
The company signalled that it may slow the pace of its emissions reductions for this decade by setting a new plan to reduce the carbon emissions intensity of the energy it sells by 15-20% by the end of the decade, compared with its previous target of 20%.
Continue reading...
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Let them eat snake: why python meat could soon be on the menu



03/14/2024 - 03:00



Fancy a plate of fangers and mash? Some researchers say python farms on a commercial scale could provide sustainable alternative protein
Get our morning and afternoon news emails, free app or daily news podcast
Dr Daniel Natusch has eaten python in almost every way imaginable.
“I’ve had it barbecued. I’ve had it in satay skewers. I’ve had it in curries. I’ve had it with Indigenous people in the wilds of the Malaysian jungle,” he said.
Sign up for Guardian Australia’s free morning and afternoon email newsletters for your daily news roundup
Continue reading...
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